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Claim(s) searched completely: 
18,11 

Claim(s) searched incompletely: 
1-9.12,15 

Claim(s) not searched: 
13,14 

Reason for the limitation of the search: 

Present claims 1-9 and 12-15 relate to an extrenely large nunfaer of 
possible products. Support within the meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC is to be found, however, 
for only a very small proportion of the products claimed. In the present 
case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely 
those parts relating to the products as further defined in the 
subject-matter of claims 10 and 11. namely conjugates of a 
polyaminopolycarboxylic acid selected from those defined in claim 19, and 
polyamine macromolecules selected from those defined in claim 11. 

Claims 13 and 14 relate to a product defined by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely conjugates with a high chelant 
residue/ amino groups ratio. 

The claims cover all products having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 84 
EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC for only a 
very limited matter of such products. In the present case, the claims so 
lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 

Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 
84 EPC). An attenpt is made to define the products by reference to a 
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is 
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope impossible. In particular, the claims relate to the underlying 
technical problem as outlined in the description on p.l, lines 1*4, p.2, 
lines 5-7 and p.2, line 31 to p. 3, line 4. 

In view of this, and the restriction of the search of the other claims, 
claims 13 and 14 have not been searched. 
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